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We exist to inspire and expand manufacturing
talent in West Michigan
Discover Manufacturing is a regional talent council comprised of manufacturers, education
and training providers, and economic and workforce development agencies. We are
recognized as a critical resource supporting West Michigan manufacturers’ long-term
talent needs. We are employer-led and focused exclusively on talent.
Our project-based initiatives take a three-pronged approach:
•

Promote manufacturing careers.

•

Develop training opportunities.

•

Share best practices across our region.

ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED ON OUR BOARD
West Michigan Works! The Right Place, NN Mobile Inc, Herman Miller, Wolverine Coil
Spring, Scherdel Sales, Flex Fab, Kent ISD, and Muskegon Community College.
Discover Manufacturing›s leadership team is comprised of additional 32
members representing 22 employers.

MEMBERS
Over 280 companies/organizations involved in project-based
initiatives.
Over 600 companies/organizations within our network.

DISCOVER-MANUFACTURING.COM

Discover Manufacturing
Scholarship Project
Scholarships are available to students pursuing
training in skilled trades or a four-year degree
and are renewable up to four years, allowing
the Discover Manufacturing leadership team
to track student progress in obtaining their
certifications.
In 2021 a project team comprised of
manufacturers, educators, and partner
organizations developed scholarship scoring
criteria, an online application, and promotional
materials for the scholarships.
The project team scored and evaluated
applications that include an essay “Why
manufacturing is the right career path for
me and how I plan to make a difference in a
manufacturing environment.”
Four scholarships of at least $1k were awarded
this year to deserving students:
Grace Klang, Western Michigan University,
$1000 (renewal)
Charles Hartman, University of Michigan,
$1250
Erich Laird, Ferris State University, $1250
Dinesh Ravikumar, University of Michigan,
$1500

Discover Manufacturing Week
Manufacturing Week is a national initiative to expose students to careers in
advanced manufacturing.

“

Highlight: Grace Klang,
2020, 2021 scholarship recipient

I am currently a sophomore at Western Michigan University. I am studying
Aerospace Engineering for my major, and
will additionally graduate with minors in
Japanese and Mathematics. Right now, I
am a leader in both the Robotics and AIAA,
which is the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. Both are engineering based clubs on campus. This year, in
Robotics we recently went to Dallas, TX for
the 2022 Vex Robotics Worlds Competition
and in AIAA we went to Kansas to launch an
entirely student-built rocket and compete in
the annual Argonia cup. Next year, I will be
working as a Learning Community Assistant
(LCA) for the engineering dorm on campus.
While there, I will help my fellow engineering students to feel safe, welcome and supported both academically and personally.”

In its seventh year, the 2021 hybrid event engaged a total of 5,749 students.
In-person tours:

Virtual events:

✔ 59 manufacturers

✔ 12 manufacturers

✔ 35 schools

✔ 40 schools

✔ 2,248 students

✔ 3,591 students

representing 13 counties

Adopt-a-School
In partnership with Talent 2025, this initiative was designed to connect manufacturers with local schools to build
long-term engagement and increase awareness of manufacturing career opportunities. Resources for employers
are available on the DM website.
Plans in 2022 include registration options for adopt a school included with Manufacturing Week and
MiCareerQuest.

Hot Jobs & Career Guides
West Michigan Works! analyzes job posting data to create a list of the
most in-demand jobs in West Michigan. Discover Manufacturing provided
feedback and confirmation on the manufacturing jobs on the list.
As a supplement to the hot jobs list, career guides were added this year.
Data for the career guides was collected through in-depth interviews and
analysis with employees of Discover Manufacturing organizations. The
guides are a starting point for job seekers and career exploration for the
in-demand occupations in West Michigan.

The Hot Jobs List and
career guides can be found at
westmiworks.org/hot-jobs.

2021 Going PRO Talent Fund

Grant Expansion through WMW!

✔ 171 applications

2021 incumbent worker training:

✔ $6,399,871 awarded

✔ $209,175 awarded

✔ 2,288 new hires

✔ 150 certifications for upgraded manufacturing skills

✔ 297 new apprentices

✔ 59% increase over 2020

✔ 1,827 classroom trainings

“

“Discover Manufacturing convenes regional
partners committed to the goal of promoting
the industry and addressing the talent shortage
in West Michigan. Our project-based initiatives
are designed to positively impact our talent
pool and provide career pathways to highly
skilled and high-demand manufacturing jobs.
We give our manufacturers a way to actively
participate and make a difference, to speak as a
unified voice when promoting occupations and
opportunity in our industry.”
- Jerry Hill
Discover Manufacturing Lead

West Michigan Works! is a division of ACSET, an equal opportunity employer/program and a proud partner of the American
Job Center network. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. West Michigan
Works! is supported by state and federal funds; more details at westmiworks.org/about/.

